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VARIABLE		 YEAR			 2010		 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015		Proportion	Uninsured		
	0.14	(0.0414)			
	0.14	(0.0419)	 	0.14	(0.0414)	 	0.13	(0.0386)	 	0.11	(0.0343)	 	0.09	(0.0313)	
Proportion	Covered	Through	Medicaid		
0.16	(0.0358)	 0.17	(0.0358)	 0.17	(0.0348)	 0.17	(0.0356)	 0.19	(0.0405)	 0.19	(0.0457)	
Proportion	Covered	Through	Employer		
0.56	(0.0569)	 0.56	(0.0580)	 0.56	(0.0574)	 0.55	(0.0561)	 0.55	(0.0544)	 0.56	(0.0536)	
Proportion	Covered	Through	Direct	Purchase		
0.134	(0.0253)	 0.13	(0.0253)	 0.13	(0.0238)	 0.13	(0.0243)	 0.13	(0.0257)	 0.14	(0.0255)	
Monthly	Avg.	Fam.	Premium		
_____	 _____	 _____	 1314.01	(101.51)	 1367.92	(91.33)	 1428.04	(95.00)	
Monthly	Silver	Premium		
_____	 _____	 _____	 _____	 270.46	(61.41)	 268.48	(67.10)	
Monthly	Bronze	Premium		





VARIABLE		 YEAR			 2010		 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015		Democrat	Governor		
	26			
	20	 	20	 	19	 	21	 	18	
Republican	Governor		 24	 29	 29	 30	 28	 31	Independent	Governor		 0	 1	 1	 1	 1	 1	Democrat	Legislature		 27	 16	 15	 19	 19	 11	Republican	Legislature		 14	 25	 27	 26	 27	 30	Split	Legislature		 8	 8	 7	 4	 3	 8	Medicaid	Expansion	Yes		
_____	 _____	 _____	 _____	 24	 27	
Medicaid	Expansion	No		
_____	 _____	 _____	 _____	 26	 23	

































Equation	4:	For	Implementation	=	Medicaid	expansion:		𝐻𝑒𝑎𝑙𝑡ℎ 𝐼𝑛𝑠𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒!" =  𝛽! + 𝛽!𝑀𝑒𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑖𝑑𝐸𝑥𝑝𝑎𝑛𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑁𝑒𝑤! + 𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡!	+ 𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡! ∗𝑀𝑒𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑖𝑑𝐸𝑥𝑝𝑎𝑛𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑁𝑒𝑤! + 𝛽!𝑍!" +  𝜀!"		
Equation	5:	For	Implementation	=	Federally-facilitated	or	state-based	
exchange:		𝐻𝑒𝑎𝑙𝑡ℎ 𝐼𝑛𝑠𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒!"=  𝛽! + 𝛽!𝐹𝑒𝑑𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑦𝐹𝑎𝑐𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑𝑁𝑒𝑤! + 𝛽!𝑆𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝐵𝑎𝑠𝑒𝑑𝑁𝑒𝑤! + 𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡!	+𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡! ∗ 𝐹𝑒𝑑𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑦𝐹𝑎𝑐𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑𝑁𝑒𝑤! + 𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡! ∗ 𝑆𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝐵𝑎𝑠𝑒𝑑𝑁𝑒𝑤! + 𝛽!𝑍!" +  𝜀!"		
Equation	6:	For	Implementation	=	Medicaid	expansion	and	federally-
facilitated	or	state-based	exchange:		









Equation	7:	For	Implementation	=	Medicaid	expansion:		𝐻𝑒𝑎𝑙𝑡ℎ 𝐼𝑛𝑠𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒!" =  𝛽! + 𝛽!𝑀𝑒𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑖𝑑 𝐸𝑥𝑝𝑎𝑛𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛!" + 𝛽!𝑍!" +  𝜀!"		
Equation	8:	For	Implementation	=	Federally-facilitated	or	state-based	
exchange:			𝐻𝑒𝑎𝑙𝑡ℎ 𝐼𝑛𝑠𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒!"=  𝛽! + 𝛽!𝐹𝑒𝑑𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑦𝐹𝑎𝑐𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑!" + 𝛽!𝑆𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝐵𝑎𝑠𝑒𝑑!" + 𝛽!𝑍!" +  𝜀!"		
Equation	9:	For	Implementation	=	Medicaid	expansion	and	federally-
facilitated	or	state-based	exchange:	








Equation	10:	When	Implementation	=	Medicaid	Expansion:			𝐻𝑒𝑎𝑙𝑡ℎ 𝐼𝑛𝑠𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒!" =  𝛽! +  𝛽!𝑀𝑒𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑖𝑑𝐸𝑥𝑝𝑎𝑛𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑁𝑒𝑤! +  𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡!	+ 𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡! ∗𝑀𝑒𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑖𝑑𝐸𝑥𝑝𝑎𝑛𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑁𝑒𝑤! +  𝛽!𝐷𝑒𝑚𝑜𝑐𝑟𝑎𝑡𝐺𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑛𝑜𝑟!"	+ 𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡! ∗ 𝐷𝑒𝑚𝑜𝑐𝑟𝑎𝑡𝐺𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑛𝑜𝑟!" + 𝛽!𝑍!" +  𝜀!"		
Equation	11:	When	Implementation	=	Federally-facilitated	or	State-based	
Exchange:			𝐻𝑒𝑎𝑙𝑡ℎ 𝐼𝑛𝑠𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒!"=  𝛽! +  𝛽!𝐹𝑒𝑑𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑦𝐹𝑎𝑐𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑𝑁𝑒𝑤! + 𝛽!𝑆𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝐵𝑎𝑠𝑒𝑑𝑁𝑒𝑤! +   𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡!	+ 𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡! ∗ 𝐹𝑒𝑑𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑦𝐹𝑎𝑐𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑𝑁𝑒𝑤! + 𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡! ∗ 𝑆𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒𝐵𝑎𝑠𝑒𝑑𝑁𝑒𝑤!+  𝛽!𝐷𝑒𝑚𝑜𝑐𝑟𝑎𝑡𝐺𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑛𝑜𝑟!" +  𝛽!𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑡! ∗ 𝐷𝑒𝑚𝑜𝑐𝑟𝑎𝑡𝐺𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑛𝑜𝑟!" + 𝛽!𝑍!" +  𝜀!"		*Note:	Each	regression	above	is	specified	for	partisanship	=	executive	partisanship.		When	looking	at	partisanship	=	legislative	partisanship,	I	simply	replace	“DemocratGovernorst”	with	“DemocratLegislaturest.”				














Proportion	Uninsured	 Proportion	Medicaid	 Proportion	Employer	 Proportion	Direct	Purchase	 Avg.	Monthly	Family	Premium		DemocratGovernorst	 	-0.016**	(0.0073)		



















Proportion	Uninsured	 Proportion	Medicaid	 Proportion	Employer	 Proportion	Direct	Purchase	 Avg.	Monthly	Family	Premium		DemocratLegislaturest	 	-0.021**	(0.0080)		

























































	 Federally-facilitated	 State-based	 Partnership		DemocratGovernors			
	-0.203***		 	 (0.0728)		













HEALTH	INSURANCE	OUTCOMES	Proportion	Uninsured	 Proportion	Medicaid	 Proportion	Employer	 Proportion	Direct	Purchase	 Monthly	Avg.	Family	Premium		MedicaidExpansionNews	 	 -0.026***	(0.0075)	 	 0.022**	(0.0101)	 	0.012	(0.0088)	 	 0.003	(0.0063)	 	 -28.73	(25.45)		Postt	 	-0.012**	(0.0048)		

























HEALTH	INSURANCE	OUTCOMES	Proportion	Uninsured	 Proportion	Medicaid	 Proportion	Employer	 Proportion	Direct	Purchase	 Monthly	Avg.	Family	Premium		FederallyFacilitatedNews		 	0.014*	(0.0084)		
	-0.019**	(0.0089)	 	-0.009	(0.0108)	 	0.003	(0.0057)	 	14.76	(32.59)	StateBasedNews		 -0.006	(0.0114)		 -0.005	(0.0109)	 -0.004	(0.0125)	 0.016**	(0.0061)	 48.00	(37.71)	Postt			 -0.020**	(0.0077)	 0.035***	(0.0106)	 -0.030***	(0.0067)	 -0.003	(0.0047)	 105.18***	(21.66)	Postt	*FederallyFacilitatedNews			
0.008	(0.0061)	 -0.017*	(0.0089)	 0.004	(0.0041)	 0.007*	(0.0036)	 -24.50	(21.40)	
Postt*StateBasedNews	 -0.006	(0.0077)			
0.014	(0.0099)	 -0.001	(0.0041)	 -0.002	(0.0040)	 6.98	(23.59)	







HEALTH	INSURANCE	OUTCOMES		 Monthly	Silver	Premium	 Monthly	Bronze	Premium		FederallyFacilitatedst	 	21.99	(20.42)		












HEALTH	INSURANCE	OUTCOMES	Proportion	Uninsured	 Proportion	Medicaid	 Proportion	Employer	 Proportion	Direct	Purchase	 Monthly	Avg.	Family	Premium		MedicaidExpansionNews	 	-0.025***	(0.0076)	 	0.020	(0.0155)	 	0.013	(0.0110)	 	-0.002	(0.0083)	 	-3.20	(26.68)		FederallyFacilitatedNews		 	0.000	(0.0085)		
	-0.008	(0.0139)	 	-0.001	(0.0122)	 	0.002	(0.0080)	 	13.22	(31.20)	StateBasedNews		 -0.005	(0.0104)		 -0.006	(0.0101)	 -0.005	(0.0125)	 0.016**	(0.0061)	 47.99	(39.15)	Postt			 -0.012	(0.0075)	 0.017	(0.0111)	 -0.027***	(0.0067)	 -0.000	(0.0073)	 107.31**	(24.91)	Postt	*MedicaidExpansionNews	 -0.007*	(0.0036)		 0.019***	(0.0032)	 -0.006	(0.0043)	 -0.003	(0.0043)	 2.24	(18.16)	Postt	*FederallyFacilitatedNews			
0.001	(0.0063)	 -0.003	(0.0082)	 0.001	(0.0045)	 0.004	(0.0054)	 -26.27	(21.25)	
Postt*StateBasedNews	 -0.009	(0.0079)			
0.016	(0.0095)	 -0.001	(0.0053)	 -0.002	(0.0038)	 6.74	(24.87)	










HEALTH	INSURANCE	OUTCOMES		 Monthly	Silver	Premium	 Monthly	Bronze	Premium		MedicaidExpansionst	 	2.96	(28.21)	 	9.98	(22.36)		FederallyFacilitatedst	 	23.78	(27.29)		














HEALTH	INSURANCE	OUTCOMES	Proportion	Uninsured	 Proportion	Medicaid	 Proportion	Employer	 Proportion	Direct	Purchase	 Avg.	Monthly	Family	Premium		MedicaidExpansionNews	 	-0.023***	(0.0076)		









HEALTH	INSURANCE	OUTCOMES	Proportion	Uninsured	 Proportion	Medicaid	 Proportion	Employer	 Proportion	Direct	Purchase	 Avg.	Monthly	Family	Premium		MedicaidExpansionNews	 	-0.021***	(0.0067)		









HEALTH	INSURANCE	OUTCOMES	Proportion	Uninsured	 Proportion	Medicaid	 Proportion	Employer	 Proportion	Direct	Purchase	 Avg.	Monthly	Family	Premium		FederallyFacilitatedNews	 	0.007	(0.0094)		










HEALTH	INSURANCE	OUTCOMES	Proportion	Uninsured	 Proportion	Medicaid	 Proportion	Employer	 Proportion	Direct	Purchase	 Avg.	Monthly	Family	Premium		FederallyFacilitatedNews	 	0.005	(0.0090)		
	-0.005	(0.0128)	 	-0.009	(0.0116)	 	0.000	(0.0066)	 	33.57		(27.51)	StateBasedNews	 -0.008	(0.0115)		 -0.001	(0.0105)	 -0.004	(0.0127)	 0.015**	(0.0148)	 -66.33*	(66.33)	DemocratLegislaturest	 -0.017**	(0.0078)		 0.027**	(0.0128)	 -0.001	(0.0074)	 -0.005	(0.0056)	 53.60*	(30.46)	Postt	 -0.026***	(0.0091)		 0.039***	(0.0130)	 -0.030***	(0.0073)	 -0.002	(0.0058)	 125.35***	(25.69)	Postt*FederallyFacilitatedNews	 0.013*	(0.0072)		 -0.023**	(0.0110)	 0.004	(0.0043)	 0.007	(0.0044)	 -42.81	(25.76)	Postt*StateBasedNews	 -0.004	(0.0089)		 0.008	(0.0123)	 -0.000	(0.0049)	 -0.000	(0.0045)	 30.23	(31.48)	Postt*DemocratLegislaturest	 0.006	(0.0045)		 0.001	(0.0077)	 -0.001	(0.0056)	 -0.003	(0.0039)	 -53.94	(30.10)	R2	 0.687		 0.474	 0.774	 0.529	 0.610	Sample	Size	 294		 294	 294	 294	 147	
Notes:	This	table	presents	the	estimated	coefficients	for	each	variable	with	standard	errors	in	parentheses.		***	Significant	at	the	one	percent	level.	**	Significant	at	the	5	percent	level.	*	Significant	at	the	10	percent	level.		Control	variable	results	available	upon	request	from	the	author.					
VI.	Conclusion		 The	motivating	question	I	ask	at	the	beginning	of	this	study	is	how	much	does	economic	policy	differ	when	Republicans	are	in	power	versus	when	Democrats	are?		Furthermore,	how	do	these	possible	differing	policies	affect	economic	outcomes?		Using	the	ACA	as	my	economic	policy,	I	narrow	this	motivating	question	
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even	further	and	ask,	how	does	the	executive	and	legislative	partisanship	of	a	state	affect	how	the	state	implements	the	Medicaid	expansion	and	state	exchange	components	of	the	law	and,	as	a	result,	constituents’	access	to	health	insurance?		To	answer	my	question,	I	complete	a	mediation	analysis	using	state-level	annual	data	from	2010	to	2015.		The	central	question	I	ask	in	my	mediation	analysis	is	does	state	partisanship	affect	health	insurance	outcomes?			On	one	hand,	I	find	that	pre	to	post-2014	changes	in	the	following	health	insurance	outcomes	are	not	significantly	different	in	states	that	have	Democrat	governors	compared	to	ones	that	have	Republican	or	Independent	governors:	proportion	uninsured,	proportion	of	people	covered	through	an	employer,	proportion	of	people	covered	through	a	direct	purchase,	average	monthly	family	premium	for	employee	for	employer-based	health	insurance,	and	the	monthly	silver	and	bronze	premiums	for	a	40	year-old	non-smoker	making	$30,000	per	year	before	tax	credits.		The	same	result	is	true	for	states	that	have	Democrat	legislatures	compared	to	states	that	have	Republican	or	split	ones.		On	the	other	hand,	pre	to	post-2014	changes	in	the	proportion	of	people	covered	through	Medicaid	do	significantly	differ	in	states	that	have	Democrat	legislatures	compared	to	in	states	that	have	Republican	or	split	ones.		I	find	that	having	a	Democrat	legislature	increases	the	proportion	of	people	covered	through	Medicaid	by	1.7	percentage	points	from	pre	to	post-2014.				 Even	though	I	only	find	that	partisanship	has	an	effect	on	the	pre	to	post-2014	change	in	one	health	insurance	outcome,	I	cannot	prematurely	conclude	that	partisanship	does	not	affect	health	insurance	outcomes	at	all.		I	hypothesize	that	
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partisanship	affects	ACA	implementation,	and	that	ACA	implementation	has	an	effect	on	health	insurance	outcomes,	which	means	that	partisanship	could	indirectly	be	affecting	health	insurance	outcomes	through	implementation.		To	examine	this	possible	indirect	effect	more	in	depth,	the	next	part	of	my	mediation	analysis	involves	examining	how	partisanship	affects	ACA	implementation.		In	this	part	of	my	mediation	analysis,	I	find	that	having	a	Democrat	governor	increases	the	probability	of	a	Medicaid	expansion	by	19.9	percentage	points,	the	probability	of	a	state-based	exchange	by	11.9	percentage	points,	and	the	probability	of	a	partnership	exchange	by	14.0	percentage	points.		Having	a	Democrat	governor	decreases	the	probability	of	a	federally-facilitated	exchange	by	25.9	percentage	points.		Moreover,	having	a	Democrat	legislature	increases	the	probability	of	a	Medicaid	expansion	by	51.6	percentage	points,	the	probability	of	a	state-based	exchange	by	18.7	percentage	points,	and	the	probability	of	a	partnership	exchange	by	15.6	percentage	points.		Having	a	Democrat	legislature	decreases	the	probability	of	a	federally-facilitated	exchange	by	34.4	percentage	points.		 I	then	move	on	to	examine	how	implementation	of	the	two	components	of	the	ACA	affects	health	insurance	outcomes.		The	pre	to	post-2014	change	in	the	uninsured	rate	was	1.2	percentage	points	higher	in	states	that	implemented	the	Medicaid	expansion	compared	to	those	that	did	not.		I	also	find	that	the	proportion	of	people	covered	through	Medicaid	and	the	average	monthly	family	premium	per	employee	for	employer-based	health	insurance	increased	by	1.5	percentage	points	and	1008.12	dollars,	respectively,	from	pre	to	post-2014	in	non-expansion	states.		Implementing	a	Medicaid	expansion	additionally	increased	the	proportion	of	people	
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covered	through	Medicaid	by	2.9	percentage	points.		The	pre	to	post-2014	changes	in	each	of	my	health	insurance	outcomes	were	not	significantly	different	when	a	federally-facilitated	or	state-based	exchange	was	implemented	instead	of	a	partnership	one.			 To	complete	my	mediation	analysis,	I	re-run	the	exact	same	regressions	I	ran	when	examining	how	partisanship	affects	health	insurance	outcomes,	but	this	time	use	implementation	of	the	two	components	of	the	ACA	as	a	mediator	variables.		Doing	this	allows	me	to	look	at	how	implementation	choices	mediate	the	relationship	between	partisanship	and	health	insurance	outcomes.		When	the	mediator	variable	is	Medicaid	expansion	implementation,	I	find	that	pre	to	post-2014	changes	in	each	of	my	health	insurance	outcomes	are	not	significantly	different	in	states	that	had	a	Democrat	governor	compared	to	states	that	had	Republican	or	Independent	ones.		I	find	the	same	results	to	be	true	when	examining	legislative	partisanship.		I	also	find	the	same	results	when	the	mediator	variables	are	a	federally-facilitated	and	state-based	exchange.		In	other	words,	controlling	for	implementation,	pre	to	post-2014	changes	in	health	insurance	outcomes	are	not	significantly	different	in	states	that	have	a	Democrat	governor	or	legislature	compared	to	states	that	do	not.		From	these	results,	I	can	conclude	that	partisanship	only	has	an	indirect	effect	through	implementation	on	health	insurance	outcomes.		This	indirect	effect	can	be	separated	into	two	parts.		First,	partisanship	affects	whether	or	not	the	state	expands	Medicaid	and	which	type	of	exchange	the	state	implements.		Second,	implementation	then	affects	some	health	insurance	outcomes,	
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as	described	above,	which	means	that	partisanship	is	essentially	affecting	health	insurance	outcomes	through	implementation	decisions.				 In	conclusion,	economic	policy	does	differ	when	Republicans	are	in	power	versus	when	Democrats	are;	however	such	differing	policies	do	not	always	lead	to	different	economic	outcomes	under	each	party.		During	the	time	in	which	this	research	was	in	progress,	the	partisanship	of	the	president	changed,	leaving	the	ACA’s	future	status	uncertain.		Because	of	this,	it	is	hard	to	attribute	my	findings	to	any	future	ACA	policies;	however,	my	findings	do	have	policy	implications	beyond	the	ACA.		First,	when	the	federal	government	enacts	a	law	that	is	a	federal	law,	but	allows	states	to	have	some	control	over	how	they	choose	to	implement	it,	the	federal	government	must	be	aware	that	Republican	and	Democrat	states	will	implement	it	differently,	just	as	they	implemented	the	ACA	differently.		The	federal	government	cannot	assume	that	states	will	enact	the	law	exactly	how	it	prefers,	especially	when	the	state	is	controlled	by	a	different	partisanship	than	the	presidency.		Applying	this	theory	to	other	policies,	in	education	policy,	the	federal	government	sets	national	educational	guidelines	and	provides	federal	funding	to	school	districts	that	follow	such	guidelines.		Each	state,	however,	is	largely	given	control	over	whether	or	not	it	wants	to	follow	these	guidelines,	how	it	wants	to	operate	public	schools,	what	its	curriculum	will	be,	and	graduation	requirements	(Thomson	Reuters	2017).		Although	federal	agencies,	such	as	the	Department	of	Education,	can	recommend	graduation	thresholds	and	curriculum,	there	is	no	way	for	the	federal	government	to	enforce	that	states	will	follow	them.		In	other	words,	similar	to	the	ACA,	the	federal	government	must	be	aware	that	Republican	and	Democrat	states	will	implement	
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education	policy	differently,	with	states	that	are	controlled	by	the	same	partisanship	as	the	presidency	likely	choosing	to	implement	the	federal	guidelines.		Moreover,	states	that	do	and	do	not	implement	the	federal	guidelines	might	experience	differences	in	education	levels,	just	as	states	that	did	and	did	not	implement	the	Medicaid	expansion	experienced	differences	in	health	insurance	outcomes.						
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